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Introduction

MM16284,00026ED -19-17SEP18-1/1

Foreword

This manual is written for an experienced technician.
Essential tools required in performing certain service work
are identified in this manual and are recommended for use.

Live with safety: Read the safety messages in the
introduction of this manual and the cautions presented
throughout the text of the manual.

This is the safety-alert symbol. When this symbol is
seen on the machine or in this manual, be alert for the
potential of personal injury.

Technical manuals are divided in two parts: repair and
operation and tests. Repair sections tell how to repair the
components. Operation and test sections help to quickly
identify the majority of routine failures quickly.

Information is organized in groups for the various
components requiring service instruction. At the
beginning of each group are summary listings of all
applicable essential tools, service equipment and tools,
other materials needed to do the job, service parts kits,
specifications, wear tolerances, and torque values.

Technical manuals are concise guides for specific
machines. They are on-the-job guides containing only the
vital information needed for diagnosis, analysis, testing,
and repair.

Fundamental service information is available from other
sources covering basic theory of operation, fundamentals
of troubleshooting, general maintenance, and basic type
of failures and their causes.
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Manual Identification—READ THIS FIRST!

IMPORTANT: Use only supporting manuals
designated for each specific machine. If
incorrect manual is chosen, improper service
may occur. Verify product identification number
(PIN) when choosing the correct manual.

Choosing the Correct Supporting Manuals

John Deere excavators are available in different machine
configurations based on the various markets into which
they are sold. Different supporting manuals exist for
different machine configurations.

When necessary, product identification numbers are listed
on the front covers of excavator manuals. These numbers
are used to identify the correct supporting manual for the
machine.

Product Identification Number

The product identification number (PIN) plate (1) is located
on the front right corner of the cab. Each machine has a
17-character PIN (2) shown on PIN plate.
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EXCAVATOR 160G

DEERE & COMPANY, MOLINE, ILLINOIS, USA
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Example of PIN Plate

1—PIN Plate 2—17-Character PIN
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The PIN identifies the producing factory, machine model
number, machine option, year of manufacture, engine
emission level, and machine serial number.

The following is an example for a machine that meets
Final Tier 4 and Stage IV emission levels:

17-Character PIN Example
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1 F F 1 6 0 G X _ _ F 0 5 5 6 7 1

• (1—3) World Code: Identifies location where machine
is manufactured.

1FF .................. World Code (manufacturing location)
1DW ............. Davenport Works
1T8 ............... Thibodaux Works
1T0 ............... Dubuque Works
1FF ............... Deere—Hitachi (Kernersville, NC, USA)
1F9 ............... Deere—Hitachi (Indaiatuba, São Paulo, Brazil)

• (4—8) Machine Model Identifier: Identifies model
number.

160G ................ Machine Model Identifier

NOTE: Characters 7—8 identify series and major
machine configuration options. These characters
will change from one machine to another.

X ..................... Machine Option Code
X .................. Base Machine
R ................. HYEX Military Excavators

• (9) Check Letter: This is a random character assigned
by the factory. This is not used in machine identification.

_ ..................... Check Letter (variable)

• (10) Manufacturing Year Code: Identifies year of
machine manufacture.

_ ..................... Manufacturing Year Code (variable)
D ................. 2013
E .................. 2014
F .................. 2015
G ................. 2016
H ................. 2017
I ................... 2018

• (11) Engine Emission Code: Represents engine
emission certification.

F ..................... Engine Emission Code
C ................. Tier 2 and Stage II
D ................. Tier 3 and Stage III A
E .................. Interim Tier 4 and Stage III B
F .................. Final Tier 4 and Stage IV
G ................. Interim Tier 4 and Stage III A (19-56 kW)
H ................. Final Tier 4 and Stage III A (19-37 kW)
J .................. Final Tier 4 and Stage III B (37-56 kW)
K .................. Final Tier 4 (8-19 kW)

• (12—17) Machine Serial Number: Identifies machine
serial number. This character will change from one
machine to another.

055671 ............. Machine Serial Number
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Group 0001
Safety

TX,RECOGNIZE -19-28JUN10-1/1

TX,FOLLOW -19-20JAN11-1/1

TX,QUALIFIED -19-18JAN11-1/1

Recognize Safety Information
This is the safety alert symbol. When you see this
symbol on your machine or in this manual, be alert
for the potential of personal injury.

Follow the precautions and safe operating practices
highlighted by this symbol.

A signal word — DANGER, WARNING, or CAUTION —
is used with the safety alert symbol. DANGER identifies
the most serious hazards.

On your machine, DANGER signs are red in color,
WARNING signs are orange, and CAUTION signs are
yellow. DANGER and WARNING signs are located near
specific hazards. General precautions are on CAUTION
labels.
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Follow Safety Instructions
Carefully read all safety messages in this manual and on
your machine safety signs. Keep safety signs in good
condition. Replace missing or damaged safety signs. Use
this operator’s manual for correct safety sign placement.
Be sure that new equipment components and repair parts
include the current safety signs. Replacement safety
signs are available from your John Deere dealer.

There can be additional safety information contained on
parts and components sourced from suppliers that is not
reproduced in this operator's manual.

Learn how to operate the machine and how to use controls
properly. Do not let anyone operate without instruction.

Keep your machine in proper working condition.
Unauthorized modifications to the machine could impair
the function or safety and affect machine life.
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If you do not understand any part of this manual and need
assistance, contact your John Deere dealer.

Operate Only If Qualified
Do not operate this machine unless the operator's manual
has been read carefully, and you have been qualified by
supervised training and instruction.

Operator should be familiar with the job site and
surroundings before operating. Try all controls and

machine functions with the machine in an open area
before starting to work.

Know and observe all safety rules that may apply to every
work situation and work site.
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Safety

TX,WEAR,PE -19-22SEP10-1/1

AM40430,00000A9 -19-20AUG09-1/1

DB84312,00000A5 -19-07JUL15-1/1

TX,CABGUARD -19-12FEB13-1/1

Wear Protective Equipment
Guard against injury from flying pieces or metal or debris;
wear goggles or safety glasses.

Wear close fitting clothing and safety equipment
appropriate to the job.

Operating equipment safely requires the full attention of
the operator. Do not wear radio or music headphones
while operating machine.

Prolonged exposure to loud noise can cause impairment
or loss of hearing. Wear suitable hearing protection such
as earmuffs or earplugs to protect against objectionable or
uncomfortable loud noises. Radio or music headphones
are not suitable to use for hearing protection.
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Avoid Unauthorized Machine Modifications

John Deere recommends using only genuine John Deere
replacement parts to ensure machine performance.
Never substitute genuine John Deere parts with alternate
parts not intended for the application as these can
create hazardous situations or hazardous performance.
Non-John Deere parts, or any damage or failures resulting
from their use are not covered by any John Deere warranty.

Modifications of this machine, or addition of unapproved
products or attachments, may affect machine stability or

reliability, and may create a hazard for the operator or
others near the machine. The installer of any modification
which may affect the electronic controls of this machine is
responsible for establishing that the modification does not
adversely affect the machine or its performance.

Always contact an authorized dealer before making
machine modifications that change the intended use,
weight or balance of the machine, or that alter machine
controls, performance or reliability.

Control Pattern Selector—If Equipped
This machine may be equipped with a control pattern
selector valve. Ensure all bystanders are clear of machine

and area is large enough to operate machine functions.
Verify the machine response to each control movement.

Add Cab Guarding for Special Uses
Special work situations or machine attachments could
create an environment with falling or flying objects.
Working near an overhead bank, demolition work, using
a hydraulic hammer or winch, working in a forestry
application or wooded area, or working in a waste
management application, for example, could require
added guarding to protect the operator.

Additional level II FOPS (falling object protective
structure), forestry protection packages, and special
screens or guarding should be installed when falling
or flying objects could enter or damage the machine.
A rear screen should always be used with a winch to
protect against a snapping cable. Before operating in any
special work environments, follow the operator protection
recommendations of the manufacturer of any specialized
attachment or equipment. Contact your authorized John
Deere dealer for information on protective guarding.
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Safety

TX,INSPECT -19-08SEP10-1/1

TX,MOVING,PARTS -19-20JAN11-1/1

DX,FLUID -19-06OCT16-1/1

Inspect Machine
Inspect machine carefully each day by walking around it
before starting.

Keep all guards and shields in good condition and properly
installed. Fix damage and replace worn or broken parts
immediately. Pay special attention to hydraulic hoses and
electrical wiring.
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Stay Clear of Moving Parts
Entanglements in moving parts can cause serious injury.

Stop engine before examining, adjusting, or maintaining
any part of machine with moving parts.

Keep guards and shields in place. Replace any guard
or shield that has been removed for access as soon as
service or repair is complete. T1
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Avoid High-Pressure Fluids
Escaping fluid under pressure can penetrate the skin
causing serious injury.

Avoid the hazard by relieving pressure before
disconnecting hydraulic or other lines. Tighten all
connections before applying pressure.

Search for leaks with a piece of cardboard. Protect hands
and body from high-pressure fluids.

If an accident occurs, see a doctor immediately. Any fluid
injected into the skin must be surgically removed within
a few hours or gangrene may result. Doctors unfamiliar
with this type of injury should reference a knowledgeable
medical source. Such information is available from Deere
& Company Medical Department in Moline, Illinois, U.S.A.
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Safety

TX,HPOILS -19-20JAN11-1/1

DX,AIR -19-17FEB99-1/1

Avoid High-Pressure Oils
This machine uses a high-pressure hydraulic system.
Escaping oil under pressure can penetrate the skin
causing serious injury.

Never search for leaks with your hands. Protect hands.
Use a piece of cardboard to find location of escaping oil.
Stop engine and relieve pressure before disconnecting
lines or working on hydraulic system.

If hydraulic oil penetrates your skin, see a doctor
immediately. Injected oil must be removed surgically
within hours or gangrene could result. Contact a
knowledgeable medical source or the Deere & Company
Medical Department in Moline, Illinois, U.S.A.
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Work In Ventilated Area
Engine exhaust fumes can cause sickness or death. If
it is necessary to run an engine in an enclosed area,
remove the exhaust fumes from the area with an exhaust
pipe extension.

If you do not have an exhaust pipe extension, open the
doors and get outside air into the area.
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Safety
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Avoid Work Site Hazards
Avoid contact with gas lines, buried cables, and water
lines. Call utility line location services to identify all
underground utilities before digging.

Prepare work site properly. Avoid operating near
structures or objects that could fall onto the machine. Clear
away debris that could move unexpectedly if run over.

Avoid boom or arm contact with overhead obstacles
or overhead electrical lines. Never move any part of
machine or load closer than 3 m (10 ft) plus twice the line
insulator length to overhead wires.

Keep bystanders clear at all times. Keep bystanders
away from raised booms, attachments, and unsupported
loads. Avoid swinging or raising booms, attachments, or
loads over or near bystanders. Use barricades or a signal
person to keep vehicles and pedestrians away. Use a
signal person if moving machine in congested areas or
where visibility is restricted. Always keep signal person in
view. Coordinate hand signals before starting machine.

Operate only on solid footing with strength sufficient to
support machine. When working close to an excavation,
position travel motors away from the hole.

Reduce machine speed when operating with tool on or
near ground when obstacles may be hidden (e.g., during
snow removal or clearing mud, dirt, etc). At high speeds,
hitting obstacles (rocks, uneven concrete, or manholes)
can cause a sudden stop. Always wear seat belt.
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Work Site Hazards
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Work Site Hazards
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Work Site Hazards

Keep Riders Off Machine
Only allow operator on machine.

Riders are subject to injury. They may fall from machine,
be caught between machine parts, or be struck by foreign
objects.

Riders may obstruct operator’s view or impair the ability
to operate machine safely.
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Keep Riders Off Machine
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